
David Livingstone Centre 
 

 
Job Description 

 
Delivery Lead: Responsible for delivery of the David Livingstone Birthplace 

Project 

 
Job Title:  Delivery Lead 
 
Location:  David Livingstone Centre, Blantyre 
 
Reporting to:   David Livingstone Trust Executive Board 
 
Responsible for:  Management of professional project team  
 
Application Deadline:   30th April 2017 
 
Salary:  Up to £15,000 per annum dependent on experience. 

Fixed term contract. Average 15 hours per week as 
required by the project. 

 
Background 
 
This is a fixed term contract over two years to ensure the successful delivery of the David 
Livingstone Birthplace Project on time and within budget. It is anticipated that there will be 
an average of 15 hours per week required to fulfil the role adequately. The actual time input 
will be fragmented and could be spread over several days as determined by the need to 
manage the Project Team, attend meetings, report to the Trust’s Executive Board and meet 
the requirements of the funding bodies. The successful candidate will therefore be required 
to be extremely flexible and must also be able to react to the demands of the project at very 
short notice. 
 
Given the tight timeframe for the Birthplace Project which requires that the Contractors are 
on site in October 2017 and that the refurbished Centre opens in time for Easter 2019, it is 
crucial that the successful candidate can demonstrate a track record in fast tracking the 
thorough understanding of a new project and its many component parts. The candidate must 
be able to start immediately.  
 
More detailed descriptions of the Trust, the Centre and the Birthplace Project are provided in 
the Appendix. 
 
Applications and any questions should be e-mailed to Judith Williamson at 
devonhall@btinternet.com. The deadline for applications is 30th April and interviews will be 
held on Friday 12th May at the David Livingstone Centre in Blantyre. 
 
  



Job Purpose 
 

The David Livingstone Birthplace Project represents a significant opportunity for the David 
Livingstone Centre and the David Livingstone Trust to re-establish the visitor facilities and 
promote the life and values of David Livingstone. 
 
The Delivery Lead position is pivotal to the successful delivery of the Birthplace Project 
through astute and careful management of the professional teams involved to ensure that 
the project is delivered on time and within budget. The position will also require to work 
closely with the major funders – The Heritage Lottery Fund, Historic Environment Scotland 
and the Scottish Government – as well as a range of other stakeholders whose needs and 
requirements will feed into the project through the delivery phase.  
 
The successful candidate will require proven coordination skills and the ability to react 
immediately to issues that arise in a complex refurbishment project. They will require strong 
management and interpersonal skills to ensure that the various professional teams work 
together and deliver their individual input on time. 
 
 
Person Specification 
 

Candidates should have a CV that evidences: 
 

• A demonstrable track record of successful Project Management including the leading of 
large, multi-disciplinary project teams.  

• Evidence of success in stakeholder and partner management in a complex operating 
environment. As part of this, a proven ability to enthuse and influence others, building 
rapport and respect with all stakeholders. 

• Ability to quickly understand the complexities of projects similar to the Birthplace Project 
and its various component parts. 

• A strong interest of the David Livingstone Trust’s mission (see Appendix).  
• Monitoring and controlling of significant budgets. 
• Experience in the reporting requirements of the key public sector funders. 
• The ability to work under pressure and to tight deadlines. 
• The ability to work flexibly and to respond immediately to situations which may arise in the 

course of a complex project. 
• High level communication and presentation skills.  
• A creative and innovative thinker with a track record of creative solutions and lateral 

thinking    
• An ability and willingness to travel throughout Scotland and further afield if necessary  
• Confident user of all Microsoft packages including Word, Excel & PowerPoint   
• A current, full licence valid for driving in the UK     
• Fully conversant with Project Management, budget approval & management systems  
• A higher degree and professional qualification   
• Prince 2 practitioner qualified or similar experience 
• Experience in using Microsoft Project Software   
• Heritage or relevant sector project management experience.    
• Knowledge of and interest in tourism development and local economic development. 

.  



 
Appendix 

The David Livingstone Trust 
 

DLC is owned by the David Livingstone Trust (DLT) and the constitutional responsibility of DLT 
is to hold and maintain a National Memorial and Museum on the site of Livingstone’s birth, 
which is made available to the public, providing an interesting, educational and enjoyable 
cultural experience. The Trust achieves this by: 
 

1. Preserving in good physical order the present buildings which contain the birthplace 
of David Livingstone and the immediate environment. 

2. Bringing together, holding, adequately housing, conserving and documenting a 
collection of specimens being of historical, artistic, scientific and ethnographical 
association with the life and times of David Livingstone, Blantyre, Scotland and the 
countries associated with his explorations. 

3. Stimulating public interest in the Centre as a focal point of education and of interest 
in the life and times of David Livingstone. 

4. Displaying and publicising the Collection for the public benefit. 
5. Promoting and assisting in the collating and recording of the historical, ethnological, 

archaeological, biological, geological or other related information appropriate to the 
purpose of the Museum. 

 

The David Livingstone Centre Today 

Background 

The David Livingstone Centre (DLC) is located on the site of the former Blantyre Mill. 
Established as the Scottish National Memorial to David Livingstone in 1929, it comprises 
Shuttle Row, the millworkers’ tenement block in which David Livingstone was born and 
raised; an important, accredited museum collection; and a visitor centre, all set in 11 
hectares of parkland along the banks of the River Clyde.  
David Livingstone (1813 – 1873) was born in Blantyre Mill, a poor millworker’s son. Inspired 
by the ideas of the Scottish Enlightenment, by faith and by the mill’s commitment to workers’ 
education, he would go on to become a world-renowned explorer, medical missionary and 
anti-slavery campaigner. Hailed as ‘Africa’s First Freedom Fighter’, Livingstone remains a 
positive example of international solidarity and his story presents Scottish history, culture 
and learning within a truly global context. 
 

Historic Buildings 
Blantyre Mill was built in 1785 and was a major industrial location on the Clyde. It was 
contemporary with New Lanark, founded on similar enlightened principles with a strong 
focus on the improvement and education of its large workforce. The mill continued to 
operate until 1904 and by the 1920s Shuttle Row had degenerated into a slum. However, 
the mill’s history as the birthplace of David Livingstone inspired a campaign by local people 
to preserve it as a lasting monument. Following a general mobilisation of the Sunday 
Schools of Scotland, the Shuttle Row buildings were saved and refurbished as the heart of 
the Scottish National Memorial to David Livingstone. The A-Listed Shuttle Row comprises an 
18th century tenement and terrace, outbuildings and a forecourt, describing the former 
communal courtyard and laundry area. The main building, a rare surviving example of early 
industrial housing, houses the Livingstone birthplace museum over three floors. It includes 
the restored single room where Livingstone was born and a sequence of galleries containing 
interpreted displays. The adjoining buildings contain offices, stores and meeting space. 
 



The Collections 
The Livingstone birthplace collections are unique and internationally significant. At their core 
are many of the items that were saved and returned to Britain by Livingstone’s African 
companions, alongside material donated by Livingstone’s friends, family and neighbours. As 
such they represent a remarkable, international effort by community members across a 
considerable stretch of time to create a material record of Livingstone. 
This collection continues to be subject to important new research.  
Another important part of the collections is the Blantyre Works Library, a unique surviving 
early worker's education resource and an important educational foundation for Livingstone’s 
remarkable journey. 
DLC is an accredited museum. 
 

Gardens and Landscape 
David Livingstone’s Birthplace is located within 7 hectares of parkland and woodland on the 
banks of the River Clyde. The grounds contain gardens, children’s play areas, walking trails, 
and archaeological remains of Blantyre Works Village. The site sits within the Clyde River 
Strategic Wildlife Corridor and a large part includes a section of SSSI designated woodland, 
woodland regeneration habitat and wetlands. It is also home to a wide range of animal 
species including bats, otters, badgers and heron. 
The park is an important asset for the local community, in particular in terms of dog walking 
and children’s play. 
 

The David Livingstone Birthplace Project 
The David Livingstone Trust is now embarking on a major project to refurbish Shuttle Row 
and the African Pavilions to create a high quality museum and visitor centre, with improved 
facilities enabling us to deliver a memorable visitor experience rich with opportunities for 
learning and enjoyment.  
 

When the Birthplace project is complete, a vibrant new visitor destination telling the story of 
the remarkable life and heritage of David Livingstone will have been created. This story sets 
Scotland in a global context and presents a compelling universal example of what each of us 
can achieve – and what we have to offer the world. Given the importance of our Collection 
we intend to become a centre for research; and deliver learning and public programmes to 
support schools, community regeneration and international partnerships. 
 

We intend to raise the profile of the Centre during the construction phase through a lively 
programme of learning and participation, leading to a major series of launch events to mark 
the reopening of the Centre and then an ongoing programme of activities and outreach. The 
Centre will be recognised as a hub for disseminating ongoing academic research into David 
Livingstone with links to a wide range of audiences in the UK and Africa. The Centre has 
developed detailed guidance for the first few years of redevelopment in the form of an 
Activity Plan and a Collections Care Management Plan and is seeking highly experienced 
staff to deliver these to fulfil the potential of the refurbished Centre. 
 
 
 
 


